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Dear parent / carer, (please share with your child) 

 

I hope this letter finds you all safe and well again. 

 

Covid and SQA  

 

I have previously observed that the numbers of pupils presenting with confirmed cases of 

Covid in our school are relatively small, especially in light of the rates being publicised 

nationwide by the Scottish Government. Having said that, the impact on attendance 

because of being unwell, whatever the reason, combined with requiring to take time off 

school linked to self-isolation does lead to a concern over lessons missed. This is a 

concern shared by every pupil, parent and school across the country. 

 

The impact on disrupted learning is one that is currently being considered by the Scottish 

Government and the SQA. I noted recently that the SQA has stated that they intend to 

run exams if considered safe to do so. This intention was confirmed by Shirley Anne 

Somerville, the Education Secretary, last week when she noted that a decision would be 

taken by the end of March (at the latest) on whether to cancel exams or not. The SQA 

does have planned alternatives, which can be found here: 

 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/99158.html 

 

The scenarios for the SQA at the moment are: 

1. Run the exams as planned, keeping the course modifications from last 

session; 

2. Run the exams with existing modifications but also give further guidance to help 

pupils focus on specifics areas for study – this may be the most likely in my opinion. 
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3. Do not hold exams but use teacher’s professional judgement of evidence that 

demonstrates each learner’s skills, knowledge and understanding. The current 

quality assured assessments used in schools to determine natural pupil progress 

throughout the year would form the evidence necessary; and no additional 

assessments would be asked for. 

  

Regardless, we are preparing for all of these eventualities. Our teachers continue to teach 

pupils all the knowledge and skills necessary for them to undertake each exam; whilst at 

the same time gathering evidence that both helps the teacher determine the ongoing next 

steps for our pupils, and as “banked” evidence of the achievement of knowledge and 

skills. Such evidence will be useful if the exams are cancelled or if required as part of any 

post results service offered by the SQA.  

 

I led an assembly today in which I congratulated all our youngsters and staff for all their 

hard work and commitment; hard work and commitment praised so highly in the recent 

HMIe visits to both Oban and Tiree schools. It is this same level of commitment that we 

must strive to maintain throughout the course of the next few months – and not just for 

those about to sit exams but all our pupils who need to keep learning with each step in 

their journey; through the primary stages, through the BGE and into the exam stages. 

 

Nursery  
The children have all settled back into nursery after the Christmas holidays and are ready 
for the new term. They have chosen Nursery Rhymes as their theme for the next few 
weeks and we are looking forward to learning what each child’s favourite rhyme is. We 
would also like to say a huge welcome to our new member of staff Jen, the children and 
staff have enjoyed getting to know her and experiencing a number of learning activities. 

As usual, our Nursery Google Classroom continues to be updated daily with photographs 
and information. 

 
Primary 
The updated primary Personal Learning Plans (PLPs) will be shared with parents by 
Friday 4th February. P5-7 pupils have been continuing to work on their online PLPs to 
showcase their work, achievements and next steps: the link for this will be emailed to you 
by 4th February. Primary 1-4 pupils will take home their PLP folders on the 4th February 
for you to view and discuss their learning. Folders should be returned to school by Friday 
18th February. As we have been trialling the new online PLPs this school session, we will 
be issuing a survey to P5-7 parents and would be very grateful to receive your feedback.  

Our next Parents’ Evening will take place on Tuesday 22nd February. Appointments will 
be arranged with your child’s class teacher by telephone again due to current restrictions. 
The school will be in touch in the near future with your appointment time. 
Reminder of PE days:  
P1-4E – Monday and Wednesday 
P5-7E – Monday and Thursday 



P1-4G – Wednesday and Thursday 
P5-7G – Thursday and Friday 
 
 

Should any pupils or parents have any questions or concerns, please contact Lorna 

MacRae, PT Primary or Mairi Forbes, PT Secondary. You can do so by using the “Contact 

Us” page on the website.  

 

Please also remember my oft-repeated offer of support. If you need pastoral, subject, IT 

or even financial support, please contact us and we will do everything we can to help you 

and your families. 

 

Yours faithfully  

  

  
  
P A Bain  
Executive Head Teacher  
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School  
 


