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Dear Parent / Carer (please share with your child) 
 
I hope this letter finds you all safe and well. I know this letter is long, but it will be followed by 
a video for those who prefer to watch and listen rather than read long letters; and it is clearly 
sub-divided so you can skip to the bits you find most relevant – though obviously I think you 
should read it all. 
 
I usually add the following support paragraph to the end of every letter. This week, I’ve flipped 
it to make sure everyone reads it. I do so because I am very aware that we continue to face 
challenging times. The numbers in our community, young and old, feeling poorly in general or 
indeed catching covid, is a constant worry many of us face and the subsequent impact on our 
families, home-life, work, and in the kids case, learning, remains significant. 
 
Support 

 
Should you have any questions, ideas or even concerns please contact your child’s Principal 
Teacher or use the “Contact Us” page on the website. Our Childcare and Education Workers, 
Class Teachers, House Teachers, Family Liaison Officer, IT support, Careers staff, Principal 
Teachers and Senior Depute are working together to help you and our children/young people. 
 
If you need any help at all with supporting our children educationally, socially, emotionally or 
financially, please contact us. We will try and help you in any way we can. We care and wish 
to help. 

Primary 

All of our Primary pupils are currently busy practising their lines and their stage directions for 
their Christmas plays. There will be two productions this year, one featuring our EME classes 
and the other our GME classes. The pupils are enjoying getting their productions ready and 
are looking forward to sharing it with you all. We will be filming both productions and details of 
when and how they will be available to view will be given to you shortly. 

As usual our Primary children will be having a year group/class Christmas party. The dates are 
yet to be finalised and these will be emailed to you as soon as we have them. 

Nursery 
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It was lovely to see so many of our children dressed in rainbow colours or weather characters 
this morning. This was in celebration of our weather theme coming to an end. Next week the 
children will be involved in planning their next theme. You will not be surprised to find out that 
they have chosen Christmas!!! 

Last week we sent home the children’s Personal Learning Plan Reports and we would like to 
thank you for their prompt return including the lovely reflective comments you added to them. 
If you have yet to return your Childs report please pass it to your child’s Key Worker on Monday. 

The Nursery will be holding its usual Christmas party towards the end of this term. The children 
will be involved in planning their menu and games in the coming weeks. The date for the party 
is yet to be confirmed, but we will email you as soon as we can. 

The 840 Club 

Recently, we invited Parents to consider requesting a place for their child/children to attend our 
8:40 Club. To maintain our bubbles, the 840 club is currently only open to Primary Children. 
There are a variety of reasons why you or your child/children may request to come along, but 
primarily it is because they would benefit from some extra support. The support received is 
tailored to the individual needs of each child, when they want it or indeed need it. Children 
attending the Club are given the choice on a day by day basis if they want to come along- it is 
not compulsory 

If you wish your child/children to attend the 840 club please contact our Health and Wellbeing 
Officer- Simon Jeffrey on enquiries-tireehigh@argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

Children who currently attend the Club have said that they are enjoying having someone to talk 
to in the morning,that it is lovely having a cup of tea and a chat with Simon, they have been 
able to make a friend that they didn’t really know before and can now play out with them. One 
child said that he leaves the Club smiling and ready for school. 

 
SPLT 

 
Our Senior and Primary pupils will continue to plan a variety of Christmas events in the coming 
weeks. In the week beginning the 6th of December pupils will be preparing for a Christmas 
Fair, making crafts and selling them both in school and online. This will be followed by our 
annual Christmas Door competition. All year groups, including our Nursery class will also have 
the opportunity to have a special Christmas lunch on Thursday 16th December. 
 
 
Your Skills, Your Future 

After a week of chatting through aspects of our new skills framework during lessons it was 
incredibly encouraging to witness such positive engagement from young people at our schools 
assembly.  Pupils discussed and reflected on their own strengths and next steps and should 
have brought home a trifold leaflet to continue those conversations at home.  Please click the 
link if you would like to download a blank version of this leaflet. 

We will continue to build on this resource over the coming months and hope to further develop 
our understanding of skills and what a large part they play in school and in life. 

https://youtu.be/5YNb2OVSdZk
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TikTok 

 
Sadly, teachers across the country have been subjected to an increased level of abuse online. 
More often than not Facebook is the main platform for staff being harassed but recently a 
TikTok trend has emerged. In each and every case, we have reported these to the Police, the 
Local Authority and TikTok. Tiktok are also working with the Police nationally and just issued 
this very supportive statement to all schools. I would ask that all parents support our school 
and our hardworking, dedicated, compassionate teachers and reinforce the unacceptable 
nature of, and the serious consequences involved in abusing any person online, including 
teachers. Of course those children, and adults, who seek to do others harm online are a tiny 
minority. We must never forget the vast numbers of those of us who remain kind online. You 
may find the pupils’ recent Podcast on Social Media quite enlightening. 
 
https://anchor.fm/obanhigh/episodes/Social-Media-The-good--the-bad-and-the-ugly-e1atij2 
 
TikTok statement: 
We are aware that students have been using TikTok to create false accounts and post 
inappropriate content that may cause harm to schools and teachers.  We deeply regret the 
distress that this content has caused to teachers, and we are committed and focused on 
resolving the issue. We are crystal clear that hateful behaviour, bullying and harassment have 
no place on TikTok. Our Trust and Safety teams are working 24/7 to proactively remove content 
that breaks our rules and to respond as quickly as possible to reports we have received. (A 
copy of the users/parent guidance and reporting of abuse protocol is attached.) 
 
Communication 

 
We try to keep you as informed and interested in our school community as much as possible. 
You can find all our policies and letters on the school website; 
 
http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/ 
 
you can contact us easily via the “contact us” page of the website; 
 
http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/contact-us 
 
for those who prefer to watch and listen to the updates, or watch the pupil videos on what we’ve 
been doing in school, you can subscribe to our YouTube channel; 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQY_wWuHth18JUh6tBhHcGA 
 
or, perhaps you just wish to trawl through the wee tweets we issue; 
 
https://twitter.com/tireeschools 
 
We use Facebook to post community partnership information. 
 
 
If you wish to keep up to date 
 
READ, WATCH or LISTEN (especially by signing up to the School App which is a safe 
and informative portal for keeping abreast of all we do) 
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Thank you for taking the time to read my newsletters.  
 
Have a lovely week ahead. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
P A Bain 
Executive Head Teacher 
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School 

 


