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Thursday 31st March 2022  

 
Dear Parent / Carer (please share with your child) 
 
I hope this letter finds you all safe and well. For those who are absent and feeling 
poorly, I hope you make a speedy recovery.  
 
Support 
For the last couple of years Covid has led to a great deal of stress and anxiety for 
many. The war in Ukraine and our concern for its citizens is adding to that worry; so 
too for the consequential impact on our own lives at home. We naturally have worries 
about our family and loved ones; we worry about our health; job security and finances. 
As parents we particularly worry about how our children.  
 
I wish to reiterate our support for families in such difficult times. Should you have any 
concerns at all about pastoral issues; worries about subjects or exams; about coping 
with teenagers at home; perhaps there are IT problems we could help with; perhaps 
we could even help provide guidance or support where finance is an issue for families. 
We have a very experienced pastoral care team. Our Principal Teachers, Family 
Liaison Officer and IT Technician are all on hand to help with as many calls for support 
as you wish to make. Lots of families contact us each week, please don’t be shy about 
seeking our help. If we can help, we will. 
 
Covid update 
The Scottish Government has now issued further Covid guidance for schools. With the 
holiday fast approaching and our attention on preparing our pupils for the exam period 
ahead, we will fine tune our precautions during the holiday and into the first week back. 
I shall update you with details on our return. 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-
risks-in-schools/ 
 
SQA 
The SQA have now published ‘Your Exams.’ This is an important booklet which 
outlines key information about the run up to the exam diet, as well as rules which 
apply during exams.  There is also guidance regarding ‘exceptional circumstances’ 
(if you miss an exam through illness, for example).  
 
The booklet is available here: 

Argyll and Bute Council     
Comhairle Earra Ghàidheal agus Bhòid   
  
Customer   Services :  Education   
Executive Director: Douglas Hendry       
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https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/SQA-Your_Exams2022.pdf 
 
Once physical copies are received by the school, we will issue these to pupils and 
ensure everyone has a note of their Scottish Candidate Number as well as going 
over the information in the booklet with those sitting exams. 
 
More information on the Examination Exceptional Circumstances Consideration 
Service is available at: 
 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/79042.html 
 
 
Easter Revision 
A significant amount of planning has taken place over the last few weeks to help 
prepare and support senior pupils with their assessments and preparing for the 
upcoming exams.  
 
You will find Mr Champion's Learning and Revision workshop helpful again. It can be 
found here: 
 
 https://youtu.be/0ebNOoPSS5E 
 
There are now three major resources for support: 

 a one-stop-shop website for revision resources  

 hard copies of revision packs for each subject at each level and  

 a programme of Easter revision. 
 
After the Easter break there will be a range of subject immersion days and exam 
support after the Easter break. Please take advantage of all these opportunities and 
we hope our young people will engage with them and be supported and encouraged 
by their parents/carers. 
 
Please click the hyperlink to access this developing resource; or use the QR code. 
Oban pupils will attend in person, unless a Google Code is provided. Tiree pupils 
should ensure their Oban teacher knows they wish to attend by sending them a 
message on Google Classroom. 
 
https://sites.google.com/ab.glow.scot/revision 
 

 
 
 
AMAZING charity Fund Raising for the children of Ukraine 
This week our pupils have organised a number of fund raising events in school. The 
pupils were led by our fantastic Senior Pupil Leadership team, in particular Emily and 
Ruth. To date the pupils have raised the amazing total of £320.95. Further events 
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are being organised by our pupils and details of these will be advertised soon. 
However, a beetle drive/bingo event is looking like being our next set of events.   
 
Nursery 
The last few weeks have been extremely busy in the sgoil-araich. We had a surprise 
visit from "Dandelion" our special, rainbow teddy that will be with us in Nursery until 
the children transition to Primary 1. Some children have already had the opportunity 
to take Dandelion home with them and have shared their adventures with the rest of 
the children. The rest of the children will be given this opportunity after the holidays. 
 
We enjoyed a trip to the Royal Bank of Scotland last week and to the CO-OP where 
the children got to choose their snack and pay for it themselves. We have also 
started visiting the local library on a Wednesday afternoon to take part in a private 
Book Bug session with Marion, the librarian. 
 
We were overwhelmed with the amount of support and generosity we received 
towards the school bake sale. Thank you so much to all the parents and children 
who gave up their time over the sunny weekend to create delicious treats for the 
school to sell.  All funds raised have gone towards the Ukraine fund. 
 
This week, we have been so busy with Easter activities and again, big thanks to all 
who entered our Eggstravaganza completion. After the holidays, we will continue to 
learn more about Spring and hope to go on some more, exciting adventures around 
the island and we hope to begin our growing and planting project. 
 
Primary  
With their Easter holidays approaching, our primary pupils have begun to reflect on 
the learning that has taken place this term. As a school, we have been learning 
about Expository Writing, and have developed our letter, email and fact-file writing 
skills. In Numeracy and Maths, our children have been developing their knowledge of 
Fractions, Decimals and Percentages. One focus this term has been on 
Sustainability and Renewable Energy, which we will be continuing with on our return 
from the Easter Break. The last couple of weeks our pupils have had the opportunity 
to take part in the Tìr Ìseal nan Òran (Tiree low land of song) project, where children 
listened to Tiree folk tales and retold parts of the stories through Drama.  The 
children also all took part in an Archives session, where they were able to view and 
learn about the original copies of the stories and how they are preserved.  We have 
a great number of P5-7 pupils interested in being involved further with the project 
and production.  
 
Primary 7 pupils will receive their leavers Hoodies this week, and may wear them to 
school for the final term if they wish! We ask that when in class Hoodies are removed 
and full uniform is worn.  
 
The Primary staff have worked incredibly hard this term to ensure we are offering 
wider curriculum experiences to our pupils. Mrs Campbell has led Còisir Gàidhlig this 
term, where we have pupils (both English and Gaelic) beautifully singing their way 
through a wide range of Gàidhlig songs. The children have thoroughly enjoyed these 
sessions with Mrs Campbell and hopefully will perform for us all in the final term! 
Some children have been developing their textile technology skills with Mrs 



MacIntosh during lunch breaks and have learned to Sew – the end products were 
just stunning! A group of pupils have been developing their Chanter skills with Mrs 
MacRae on Friday lunch times. This is a difficult instrument to learn, but Mrs 
MacRae is extremely proud of the progress the pupils are making and how much 
dedication they are showing to learning this instrument! What talented pupils we 
have at Tiree Primary! 
 
Introducing our new Family Liaison Officer 
Upon our return to school following the Easter holidays, Alan Alcock will take up the 
post of Family Liaison Officer at Tiree Primary and Tiree High School.  He recently 
moved to Tiree from Edinburgh with his family and began working in Tiree schools in 
January 2022 on supply. He has over 25 years’ experience of working with children, 
young people and families in a number of settings, including educational, childcare, 
youth work and social care.  Alan is very excited about starting work in his new role 
as part of our pastoral team and is looking forward to meeting and working with our 
families in the near future.  
 
Health and Safety update 
We would like to take the opportunity to thank all of our pupils and their families for 
their continued support and cooperation regrading continued use of face coverings, 
distancing and use of hand sanitisers etc. during the last term. Your support has 
made a considerable contribution to keeping our schools a safe environment for us 
all. When we return on the 19th of April we will be following the same Risk 
Assessment as now, we will inform you of any changes to our Risk Assessments in 
the near future.   
 
Secondary 
Tìr Iseal nan Òran 
A number of S1-3 pupils have signed up to be involved in the drama production and 
have taken part in sessions with Alison and Douglas throughout the week.  Pupils 
also had the chance to look at some original documents and stories from the Argyll 
archives.  Douglas and Alison will be back in May to continue with the project ready 
for the production on Thursday 16th June at An Talla. 
 
Secondary Career appointments 
Our careers adviser, Margaret Bennett, will be in Tiree on Wednesday 20th April to 
have meetings with our S3-6 pupils. Individual appointment times are on the notice 
board, so make sure you check your time. 
 
Easter message 
I would like to end with the same message I gave to my pupils and staff this week. 
Some of us will still have work to do over the holiday; studies and exam preparation to 
engage with; and jobs around the house to undertake - but holidays are a time to 
spend with friends, families and loved ones, enjoying life and good company. 
 
So, stay safe, be kind, and enjoy your holiday! 
 
 
                                                                                             
Yours faithfully 



 

 
 
P A Bain 
Executive Head Teacher 
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School 
 
 
 
 


