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Dear Parent/Carer (please share with your child) 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your loved ones all safe and well. 
 
Thank you 
 
This is my final letter of the year. It will be the 51st letter I’ve issued since the start of Covid 
during February last year. I’m aware that some are very long, my apologies. I’ve had to give 
you lots of very important information and we are a very large and vibrant school. Of course 
they do come in sections, as do the videos provided for those who prefer to watch the 
updates rather than read them. Together with our senior pupils and staff, we have provided 
many YouTube videos to keep you up to date. My thanks to everyone who have given up 
their evenings and weekends to produce these. 
 
Our communication and, thereafter, support for all our pupils and parents alike is primarily 
centred on the Pastoral support staff (PT Primary, PT Secondary, Family Liaison Officer, 
Learning Support Assistants and IT Support staff). I am pleased that we have been able to 
offer all our families support that has included learning, IT devices and connectivity, food, 
clothing and most importantly of all, a compassionate understanding and helping hand during 
the very difficult times we all face currently. My thanks to these wonderfully dedicated, 
committed and compassionate individuals. 
 
Our school is a large organisation, with many other staff who are available to support the 
care and learning our community. Our business requires the support of our office and finance 
staff, technicians, janitor, cleaners and catering staff. These staff may have less contact with 
our children but without their professionalism and hard work, we would not have the 
infrastructure to provide the care and learning we provide. I think it important to remind 
everyone that Tiree Primary School and Tiree High School rarely closes. We are not all on 
holiday 12 weeks a year. Our school is a community school, open during 50 of the 52 weeks 
of the year – days, nights and weekends - and these staff in particular support me throughout 
the whole year to offer a wealth of wider opportunities for our children and to ensure our 
preparedness for the forthcoming coming session.  
 
The support for our children and families are not restricted to those whom we employ directly. 
We have many partner organisations who, even during Covid times, have continued to 
support our school and provide opportunities for our youngsters. The most notable of these is 
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the Education Support, Central Education Team and Digital Learning Team, all of whom 
continue to provide support to our children. A recent example to be highlighted with the 
closing date so close would be the establishment of the summer activities programme. A list 
of summer holiday opportunities further expanded by another of our partners, Live Argyll. 
Please see Live Argyll’s website for more information. 
 
We would also like to thank our two bus companies, Caroline and Archie John MacLean 
(West End) and Hannah and Angus John MacKechnie (East End) who bring our kids to 
school each day. 
 
I could add to this letter over 50 different partners, some local, some national and a few 
international. I feel my readers may not bear with me if I did. So, to all those not listed, please 
rest assured, we continue to value and appreciate your support and I will sing your praises 
throughout the year. 
 
These are my thanks; thanks shared by all those who benefit from these partnerships. My 
one final thanks would be to all those who have written emails and cards, or called in ever 
increasing numbers over the last few weeks. The thanks, praise and support shown by so 
many parents, and by the Parent Council in particular is heartening. The recognition of the 
leadership and efforts of all our staff in navigating successfully these turbulent times with 
constant changes linked to Covid restrictions; our health and safety measures; our 
timetables; our courses; our assessments; and the way in which we teach both online and 
live, is very much appreciated.  
 
This week, I also had the privilege to discuss our Covid arrangements, our qualifications, our 
recent inspection update and our wider successes, with HMIe and the Education Team 
members including the Director of Education. Everyone involved have offered their support to 
our school and asked me to pass on their thanks to our dedicated staff and their 
congratulations to all our pupils.  
 
Success and next steps 
 
The following links will take you to two key documents that we hope you will read. The School 
Improvement Plan 2021-2022 has now been consulted on and lays out the ambitious plans 
for next year as part of an ongoing self-evaluation cycle. The core activities to highlight are 
(in no particular order of priority): 
 

 health and well-being including post-COVID-19 recovery 
 Developing the Young Workforce and our skills framework 
 high quality feedback as part of teaching and learning 
 developing and measuring engagement in learning 
 differentiation (removing barriers to learning) 
 equity, diversity and inclusion 
 pupil voice activities 
 a whole-school aspect of literacy 
 a whole-school aspect of numeracy 
 amongst a large number of other initiatives detailed in the planning document  

  
The Standards and Quality Report 2019-2020 is a summary of our progress with school 
improvement planning and a summary of the attainment, wider achievement and next steps, 
representing considerable progress and successes in spite of the restrictions everyone has 

http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Consultation%20Copy%20of%20Establishment%20Improvement%20Plan%202021-2022.pdf
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http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Standards%20and%20Quality%20Report%20%282020%202021%29%20All-Through%20School%2030.06.2021.pdf


been living under. Both these documents will be available under the parent section of the 
school website 
 
 
SQA Results 
 
Congratulations to all of our pupils who received provisional results on Friday 25th June.  All 
of your hard work and dedication has led to well-deserved, fantastic results.  Well done to 
you all! 
 
If you have not received your provisional results either by email or letter, please check all of 
your inboxes on your glow email account, including your junk filter.  Please then contact 
enquiries-tireehigh@argyll-bute.gov.uk to let us know you have not received your provisional 
results and we will post information to you. 
 
We recognise that not everyone will have been satisfied with all of their results.  Many of you 
have been in touch to discuss this with school staff.  Should you wish to appeal your results 
following these discussions, you must register directly with the SQA.  All of the information 
regarding the appeals process can be found on the SQA website: 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/79049.html 
 
Your results are now being finalised by the SQA and your final awards; including Skills for 
Work, college courses, Foundation Apprenticeships etc. will be communicated to you by the 
SQA on Tuesday 10th August. Pupils can sign up to receive results by text message by 
registering with MySQA: https://www.mysqa.org.uk/ 
 
 
New Session: 
 
All our children should return to school on the 16th of August. I am sure they will all settle in 
well. To begin with, we will follow all the same health and safety and timetable arrangements 
as we do today. This will ensure clarity in expectations and ensure we return smoothly. If 
there is new guidance issued during the holidays, then we will make the changes once we 
have already begun the new term, to ensure we have time to consider all the changes and 
how best to adapt to them. Nursery session start and finish times will also remain unchanged. 
 
Following discussion with last year’s Senior Pupil Leadership Team we will now change the 
date of the prize-giving to Friday 10th September. Our guest of honour will be announced 
soon. This change of date will allow our pupils more time to prepare for any social event 
(Covid restrictions allowing).  
 
Live-N-Learn 
 
In order to support our pupils with their learning and assessments in the coming academic 
year, we have booked Revision Skills and Growth Mind-set workshops for all pupils in S4 and 
S5 and targeted pupils in S6. The first session will take place in October and there will be a 
follow up session in February.  There will also be a Parental Engagement session where you 
will be given information on how best to support your child with their learning and help them 
to achieve their full potential. More details will follow in the new term but in the meantime 
there is lots of helpful information on the Live-N-Learn website: https://live-n-learn.co.uk/ 
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Duke of Edinburgh 
 
Exciting times ahead as staff met last week to discuss reintroducing Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards at Oban and Tiree High Schools.  We are in the early stages of becoming a Directly 
Licensed Centre and hope to be delivering Duke of Edinburgh Awards to pupils next session, 
if Covid restrictions allow.  If you want to find out more about the many benefits and 
experiences young people gain through participating in this award go to www.dofe.org/do.   

Need something to get into this summer? Try this challenge https://events.dofe.org/event/do-
it-4-youth/how-it-works and when we see you after the summer break we will have more info 
and details of how to get involved in the full awards. 

Tiree Primary School 
 
What an end of term! The primary children took part in a ‘meet the teacher’ event last week 
where they experienced their new classroom and got to know their teacher for next year. We 
also had a great day at our Tiree Olympics last Wednesday! Classes performed songs from 
across the world and we paraded through the school with our torch bearer, Lucy Kennedy, 
leading the way. It was a great opening to our Games.  Children then demonstrated their 
skills and determination competing against each other at sports they had been learning as 
part of our Athletics topic. It was unfortunate that we were unable to invite parents/carers to 
join us for this event, but we thank you for your support with this.  Primary 7 pupils were a 
credit to the school during their Leavers Beach Party on Friday afternoon – a great 
celebration was had by all. We would like to thank the Parent Council for their kind donation 
towards this party, making it a day to remember. As we have reached the end of term, on 
behalf of all the Primary staff we would like to wish our Primary 7 pupils lots of luck and best 
wishes as they transition into High School – we will miss you all! We would also like to thank 
all of our parents and carers for their endless support, encouragement and patience over 
what has been a challenging year. We look forward to continuing our positive partnership and 
welcoming all our Primary pupils back, including our new Primary 1 children, on Monday 16th 
August. Have a great summer! 

Nursery 
 
This week the children celebrated their time in Nursery with a special graduation ceremony 
and tea party. We enjoyed looking back at our times together and we are sad to say goodbye 
to the eight children that are moving on to the next stage of their learning. We hope that all 
children and parents enjoy a fun-filled Summer holiday and we look forward to welcoming the 
children back in August. As usual, Photographs and details of the work completed this week 
will be shared in the Nursery Google Classroom 

Support 
 
As always, should you require any support at all, whatever it may be; or should you have any 
questions, ideas or even concerns, please either use the Contact Us page of the website or 
contact your child’s Principal Teacher. 
 
I hope you all have a lovely summer holiday. 
                                                                         
 
Yours faithfully 
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