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Dear Parent/Carer,  
  
I hope this letter finds you and your loved ones safe and well. 
 
Please find this week’s information letter. As always it is in sections so you can scroll through the 
sections you find relevant; though my advice is that you read it all. Please also have a look at previous 
letters (and FAQs) on the website; or the video versions on YouTube. 
 

http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQY_wWuHth18JUh6tBhHcGA 

 

Thank you 
My thanks to everyone for their continuing efforts to keep our children safe, well and educated. The 
level of commitment and hard work by all our staff is astounding. Like many of our parents, our staff 
continue to work from home whilst having their own competing family commitments to attend to. They 
continue to teach classes, prepare materials for this session and to write new programmes of work to 
cope with the blended learning approach due to be adopted from August: and they are now in school 
whenever possible as well, getting classrooms and resources ready for the new term. Additionally, our 
staff continue to work in the Hub supporting children of essential workers. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the parents/carers who ensure our children engage with 
us, despite their own difficult family circumstances.  
 
Our staff also wish to thank all the parents, carers and young people who have shown their 
appreciation for and support to our pastoral team over the last 14 weeks. The regular welfare checks 
will continue over the summer break through our partners and we will resume our supports when 
school returns. We have detailed and sensitive plans to be there for our families in August and look 
forward to continuing the positive parental engagement in a myriad of ways to help our young people 
and their families to continue to flourish. For anyone who might be struggling these links may be of 
use: 

https://young.scot/campaigns/national/aye-feel  

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/our-children-their-mental-health 

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/sites/default/files/mental_health_resources_updated_april_2020.pdf 
 
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/ 
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August start dates and Blended Model 

 The new session will begin with an In-Service day on the 11th August. 

 All pupils in Tiree Primary School and Tiree High School will return to school on the 12th August. 

 Pupils in our Nursery class will return on a part-time basis and individual families will receive 
individual timetables next week. 

 Some pupils with additional support needs will have parentally-agreed, individualised timetables 

 Blended learning for classes linked to Oban High will be used. As OHS is operating a week in 
and week out model because of numbers, that means that Tiree pupils will get a large block of 
live learning within OHS teacher one week; but be set Google Classroom tasks in the alternate 
weeks with only one session of live learning on Google Meet in the second week. These lessons 
will all be in school. 

 The secondary timetable has been re-written to ensure that our children are kept in “bubbles” 
(same groups of children as far as possible each day). They will have longer periods, now called 
sessions. There are two sessions in a day. Pupils will only move from one classroom to another 
once in a day. 

● In the High School breaks will be provided in each longer session but these will be at different 
times, in different classes, and on different floors; this will avoid the “bubbles” mixing. 

 Lunchtimes have been amended and areas of play designated to each class / area of the school 
have been created because we can’t allow the pupils to gather outside their bubbles.  

 School lunches will be ordered in the morning but pupils can also bring in their own packed 
lunch.  

 Normal school rules apply. Come to school; on time; with equipment for the day; in full uniform; 
and show respect for oneself and others. (Pupils do not need to wear school uniform on a day 
when they have PE as we don’t wish to use the changing rooms unnecessarily). 

 Full timetables will be provided for each pupil before the summer break along with other useful 
information, similar to the original pack we issued to all parents at the start of the crisis. 

 
This Model for our return has been shared with and agreed by both the Local Authority. It is 
likely to change to some degree as events and Scottish Government guidance develop over 
the coming weeks and months. 
 

Transport to school 
Discussions around transport nationally and local companies and education Transport await 
further guidance at this time. 
 
Transition 
This week’s P7 / new S1 tasks have are from languages. Miss Mackinnon has posted a video and a 
task for Gaelic and Mrs Robertson has posted a video and a task for French. 
 
All learners have joined their Transition My Time class on google classroom and have been engaging 
with the tasks they have been set each week. Mrs Cooney and Ms Forbes have also posted tasks to 
help pupils ask questions, meet their subject and My Time teachers too. Please continue to take part 
in these tasks to help your teachers get to know you and you them! 
 
Thank you to those parents/carers who requested phone calls.  These have all now taken place and 
we hope you found them useful. Mrs Cooney and Ms Forbes have enjoyed speaking to families this 
week.  
 
 
Welfare Checks 
Despite it being the last week of term, we are still required and keen to ensure that all our pupils are 
safe, well and supported. Please ensure your child completes the Welfare Check on Google Classroom 
before midday Tuesday. 



 
Health and Safety  
Risk Assessments have been completed for the safe return of young people to the building. Some of 
the key areas we are ensuring health and safety include:  
  

 Class numbers are reduced in line with Scottish Government guidelines.  

 Class “bubbles” have been created to reduce pupil groups mixing. 

 Secondary timetable adapted to avoid 35 period changeovers (now only 10 sessions). 
Introduced to reduce pupil groups mixing. 

 Hand sanitiser and wipes available in every classroom.  

 Young people will be asked to sanitise constantly throughout the day. 

 Additional cleaning will take place throughout the school day.  
 
To answer two common questions now (although more answers will be in the FAQ sheets issued next 
week). Firstly, schools are safe places to learn and work. There is no reason to wear PPE. However, if 
a pupil wishes to wear gloves or a mask, they can if this makes them more comfortable. Secondly, there 
is no reason not to wear a uniform - we are keen to give the pupils as normal an experience of school 
as we can and to help them re-establish good habits. 
 
Information that informed Recovery Plan 
All decisions taken with regard to our Recovery Plan are based on discussions with our Local Authority; 
Health and Safety department; Head Teacher advisory groups; and Local Authority Work-streams. We 
have used information gleaned from two significant surveys of staff, pupils and parents. Furthermore, 

much of our decision-making comes directly from the Scottish Government publications. The links to 
this key guidance and the Strategic Framework for re-opening schools and ELC in Scotland 
can be accessed from this single link: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/#educationandchildren 
 
 
Remember, if there is anything at all you wish to ask us about, or require support with anything, 
please contact us at: 
 
http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/contact-us 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 
 
 
P A Bain 
Executive Head Teacher 
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School.  
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