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Dear Parent/Carer  
 
I hope you and your families are all well. It was great to see all of our pupils back in school 
and all the planning and preparation for the return proved to be worth the effort as our new 
systems worked very well indeed. I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the staff for 
their efforts, the pupils for their willing adaptation and resilience and our very supportive 
parents who appreciate what a mammoth task it was to re-write a new timetable and prepare 
new operational procedures to our school in the final week of the holidays.  
 
No doubt there are, and will be, tweaks required as we fine tune how the school works in this 
“new normal” but we will learn and adapt as we move forward. Learning and adapting will be 
a continual part of this new normal as the Government issues new advice for all of society, 
and schools in particular, on an on-going basis. I continue to provide you with links to these 
changes so you can see where we get the guidance that informs changes for the school. The 
most recent changes were announced a few days ago and can be found here:  
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-framework-decision-making-scotlands-route-
mapthrough-out-crisis-phase-3-update-20-august-2020/pages/3/  
 
As well as these changes, we are also expecting guidance specific to practical subjects like 
Music, PE and Technical over the coming days and weeks. My one word of caution is that we 
should all base any view or understanding of the threat we face, or processes we follow, on 
these Government documents. I am aware that social media is awash with speculation and 
myth around what is safe, what schools should be doing, what schools in other areas, or 
indeed other countries are doing. We follow Scottish Government guidance which itself is 
based on scientific advice. We don’t listen to folk on Facebook or Twitter. 
 
I am pleased to say that the feedback from staff and pupils has been very positive indeed, 
especially about the rigorous hygiene routines, the change to the timetable, the creation of 
the year group/School/Nursery bubbles and the change to breaks, lunchtimes and end of the 
day. All of which contribute a multitude of added layers of protection against any possible 
spread of the virus.  
 
In addition to all the Covid changes, the biggest change this week was the announcement by 
the Scottish Government that they have agreed to honour all the teachers’ estimates and 
new SQA certificates will be issued to pupils by post on Tuesday 8th September. My 
congratulations to all our pupils who will have the results that quite rightly recognise all the 
work they put into last year. The school year may have been curtailed but between the 
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previous May until March this year, the pupils worked hard and deserved the qualifications 
awarded.  
 
From my discussions with our pupils, I am aware that parents still have many questions. 
Many of the answers can be found in the previous letters, videos and Government guidance I 
have shared. I now also attach a link to a FAQ sheet with answers.  
 
http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/sites/default/files/THS%20-FAQ%27s.pdf 
 
We are very pleased to answer any and all questions our parents and pupils may have. By 
providing you with the answers to any questions, it should relieve any worry or concern and 
give you confidence that we will both educate and care for our children. Should you have any 
questions at all, as always please email your child’s Principal Teacher, Ms Forbes (PT 
Secondary), Miss Coleman (PT Primary) or CEW, or use the contact us facility on the 
website 
 
http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/contact-us 
 
An online opportunity I wish to ensure that all parents are aware of is Google Classroom. We 
may not be required to teach the blended learning programmes we developed before the 
holiday, but we still have the experience and facility to ensure we continue to make use of 
Google Classroom. All staff have been asked to keep posting their lessons online each week, 
so that any youngster who is absent for whatever reason, can keep pace (if they are able) 
with the class work they are missing. Your child will have these codes but if you require any 
GC codes, please just send us an email to:  
 
enquiries-tireehigh@argyll-bute.gov.uk  

 
I would like to take the opportunity to remind you of the start time arrangements for the 
Nursery and Primary classes. It is essential that the arrangements are adhered to in order to 
ensure the Nursery and Primary Bubbles are not compromised. 
 
Nursery Arrangements Reminder 
 
For the start of term on Wednesday the 12th of August 2020 it was necessary to amend the 
session times and the drop off/collection arrangements for the Nursery children. This 
amendment is to ensure we meet the requirements of the latest guidance. The earlier start 
times and change of location of the drop off/collection point is to ensure the Nursery children, 
who will form a Nursery Bubble, access the Nursery prior to the Primary pupils and 
Secondary pupils arriving to school.  
 
Session Times  
Nursery children will attend the Nursery on their originally allocated sessions/days. These 
were allocated to them following registration for the session 2020/2021. The session timings 
are as follows: 
 
The Morning Session will now start at 8:30 and finish at 11:40.  
The All Day Session will now start at 8:30 and finish at 14:30.  
The Afternoon Session will now start at 12:00 and finish at 15:10.  
 
Drop off and collection arrangements 
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 If arriving by car please park in the school car park nearest the main school entrance.  

 Once you have left your car or you have walked/cycled to school please enter the 

school grounds observing 2m social distancing at all times.  

 All children are to walk with a parent/carer around the side of the Primary school 

building following the path around to the Nursery Gate. A member of the Nursery 

Team will be there to welcome the children and take them into the Nursery.  

 Only children registered for the Nursery and Nursery staff may enter the 

Nursery/Nursery Garden.  

 If you need to talk to a member of the Nursery team please phone the school 

reception and a member of the Nursery will call you back. 

 Please do not congregate in the school grounds or at the Nursery gate. 

Late arrival to Nursery 

 It is important that children arrive to Nursery punctually on their start time. This is to 

ensure the Nursery Bubble and the subsequent Primary and Secondary Bubbles meet 

with the requirements of the latest guidelines.  

 If you arrive late to a Nursery Session, remain in your car and ring the school 

reception on 01879 220383 or 01879 220795. A member of staff will come to your car 

A to meet your child and take them into Nursery. 

Primary Arrangements Reminder 
 
Primary P1-P7 
For the start of term on Wednesday the 12th of August 2020 the Primary P1-7 school day 
timings remain unchanged. The school day will start at 9:05 and finish at 3:30. There have 
been some necessary amendments to some procedures. These amendments are to ensure 
we meet the requirements of the latest guidance.  
 
Travelling to school by bus 

 All pupils travelling to and from school by bus must wear a face covering for the full 

duration of the journey, which covers both mouth and nose.  

 It need not be a medical mask. A scarf or other cloth covering will be just fine.  

 Pupils are to put their face covering on before boarding the bus. 

 There are some legitimate reasons why a pupil may not wear a face covering. This 

includes: 

- if a pupil has a physical or mental illness or impairment, or a disability that 
means they cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering 

- if putting on, wearing or removing a face covering would cause the pupil 
severe distress 
 

Arrival at school 

 The earliest drop off time for Primary pupils is 8:40. Please do not enter the 
school grounds prior to 8:40. This area must be kept free for use by the Nursery 
Bubble – the Nursery children are using the primary playground pathway to access 
their Nursery. 

 On arrival at school (8:40 onwards) all Primary pupils are to make their way to usual 
their designated playground areas.  



 If the weather does not permit outdoor play staff will be on hand to supervise the 
pupils into their designated classrooms.  

 Entrances to Primary classrooms will be via the individual designated classroom doors 
as detailed. 

 
 
I hope you continue to find this information useful and that you all have a good week.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 

 
 
P A Bain Executive  
Head Teacher Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School 
 


