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Dear Parent/Carer  
 
I hope my last letter of the current session finds you and your loved ones well. 
 
Thanks 
 
I have written to you all each Sunday since our school closed its doors to pupils and we 
embarked on a “new normal” of home learning. I did so in an effort to provide reassurance that 
we continue to work towards keeping our youngsters safe and learning, albeit in quite a 
different and challenging learning environment. Each week I took the opportunity to thank all 
the members of staff who have worked tirelessly to provide online courses on Google 
Classroom; live learning via Google Meet; preparing new courses for the blended learning 
approach due to commence next session; supporting the pupils of our essential workers in the 
Hubs; delivering free school meals; and preparing and delivering food parcels for those 
shielding. All of this whilst looking after their own family commitments and facing the same 
lockdown constraints as many of our families. 
 
My thanks and applause goes out to all the parents who also faced the trials of trying to work 
from home at a time where access to devices and wifi was a regular stress; where supporting 
education and providing entertainment to children (whilst often very enjoyable) was 
nonetheless still a challenge over such a long period of time. The support provided to our pupils 
and the encouragement given with the learning opportunities we provided has been 
remarkable. 
 
Plans for August 
In many of the letters I sent you, I provided details or copies of advice notes we have received 
from both the Scottish Government and the NHS; guidance which informed our decision-
making, alongside the work we do with our Local Authority, our own school staff and from the 
shared experiences with other schools and Head Teachers from across the country. All such 
guidance contributed to our Recovery (return to school) Plan for August. 
 
On Tuesday, the Depute First Minister, John Swinney, gave a speech in Parliament. I have 
noted a significant section from this speech, but you can see the full transcript here:  
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-opening-schools/ 
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“If we stay on track, if we all continue to do what is right, and if we can further suppress this 
terrible virus, the Government believes that we should prepare for children to be able to return 
to school full time in August. I must stress, this is the aim that the Government is now working 
towards. However, because it has to be achieved safely, it inevitably remains conditional and 
dependent upon ongoing scientific and health advice.” 

We at Tiree Primary School and Tiree High School currently have plans in place for all our 
pupils (except in Nursery) to be back full time, though with amended timetables, breaks and 
lunches and with some blended model of delivering education to online to those with courses 
delivered from Oban. With the new priority to return all pupils to school on the 12th of August, 
if safe to do so, I can confirm we also have a plan in place to achieve this goal.  

As noted above, our plans have always been based on advice from Government, the Local 
Authority and shared experiences from across the country. We will therefore continue to plan 
in this way. Although the schools are now on holiday, we will still have Head Teachers, staff 
from schools and staff across the education service working together over the holiday, 
discussing and planning to make sure we return safely, no matter what may arise. Mr Swinney 
stated yesterday that further guidance to all Local Authorities and schools will be issued on 
July 30th. As soon as we have this guidance and our plans are able to be further developed, I 
shall write to you again. 

School Leavers 

I would like to wish all our pupils who are embarking on a new chapter in their lives, our best 
wishes for the future. We would have preferred to say a fond farewell in person, sadly this was 
not possible. As events unfold we will seek to put on an event after the holiday to give us an 
opportunity to give appropriate recognition to our pupils’ achievements. There will also be a 
Prize-giving ceremony in whatever manner we can accomplish, ideally in September. If anyone 
needs any support around UCAS or careers, please contact your Guidance teacher. 

Transition 

The Transition Class on Google Classroom will remain open throughout the summer for 
pupils to ask questions, complete tasks and re-watch video over the Summer. Replies may 
take a little longer but we will answer all pupil questions as soon as we can. 

SQA Reminder 
All S4, S5 and S6 pupils who are awaiting exam results this year should sign up for the free 
MySQA service which will keep them updated with all the information they need to be 
prepared for results day on 4th August.  
 
Pupils can also sign up for text alerts through this service, including getting their exam results 
by text to save them waiting for the post to arrive with their certificates.  
 
To sign up, pupils should visit www.mysqa.org.uk  
 
Look out for more updates and info on our YouTube Channel 

http://www.mysqa.org.uk/


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQY_wWuHth18JUh6tBhHcGA?view_as=subscriber 
 
It has been a difficult time for everyone in our community. As the Lockdown restrictions begin 
to ease, I hope that you all have the opportunity to enjoy a bit more of the freedom afforded to 
us and that you are able to have a lovely holiday. 

My best wishes to you all over the Summer. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 
 
 
P A Bain 
Executive Head Teacher 
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School.  
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