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Dear Parent / Carer (please share with your child) 
  

I hope this letter finds you and your family all safe and well again. 
  
I am sure we are all looking forward to the forthcoming changes to the Covid Levels on the 
17th May and the opening up of many parts of society previously restricted to us. Being able 
to meet more of our friends and family and to socialise more freely is a welcome 
development; one which will make life so much easier and pleasurable. Of course there are 
still many other factors in place that help keep us safe. We still need to restrict the number of 
people we meet, we still need to wear face coverings and we still need, above all else, to 
ensure good hygiene measures.  
 
We continue to work to the current guidance issued to all schools by the Scottish 
Government: 
  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-
schools/pages/overview/ 
  
I am sure most parents are aware of the heightened number of cases in schools across the 
country so I would like to take the opportunity to re-assure everyone that we will continue to 
follow this guidance and that our pupils will still travel to school safely, wearing masks and 
spaced out appropriately on public transport. They should still arrive in a staggered manner, 
being dropped off at a safe distance and safe location from the school. No unnecessary visitors 
are allowed in school. On arrival to school (with a mask) every person will still enter the building 
and receive hand sanitiser and this sanitiser will continue to be available in every classroom 
and be used on each movement around the building. Our day cleaner will continue to wipe 
down touch points and our children their desks as they move classes and there will still be 
airflow measures, one-way systems, staggered departures and a blocked timetable in 
Secondary to ensure our pupils mix their bubbles as little as possible. Keeping the pupils in 
their bubbles reduces the risk of having to self-isolate numerous pupils in the event of a 
confirmed case: as we have witnessed in other Local Authority areas over the last week or so. 
 
We do of course wish to continue to operate as normally as the health and safety measures 
allow, and for that reason we will change our school timetable as planned, on the 7th of June. 
This date has been chosen as to give pupils the opportunity to complete any outstanding 
assessments that will lead to their SQA awards, but also allow the pupils to start their new 
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courses as soon as practically possible, as we do every year. This will mean that one of our 
mitigating factors will need to be removed: in Secondary we will no longer have a split lunch.  
 
SQA Guidance Regarding the Alternative Certification Model 
 Our SQA assessments continue next week for our senior pupils. Pupils have worked very 
hard to prepare fully for these assessments and their effort and conduct has been excellent. I 
am sure that most of you will have seen some reports in the media involving sharing of 
assessment content on social media, pupils have been reminded that they must not discuss 
any aspect of any of the assessments and we have strict SQA Guidance to follow around the 
security of papers. 
  
P7-S1 Transition 
Over the last two weeks our P7 pupils have engaged in a number of transition activities and 
our secondary teachers have created a “Welcome to Secondary” video which pupils will 
watch at school. Ms Forbes will be contacting parents shortly to arrange a 1:1 Transition 
Google Meet. This will give parents the opportunity to ask any questions they may have 
regarding their child moving across into secondary.  
 
S6 Leavers and Prize-giving 
I believe it is essential that we recognise the fantastic efforts of our pupils, pay tribute to their 
commitment to our school community and say a fond farewell and share warm wishes of 
success to all our school leavers this session. However, I am aware that, once again, there 
will be disappointment by many that we remain unable to hold events such as our usual 
leavers’ assembly and prize-giving ceremony. Last year we held a part live – part online 
Prize-giving ceremony – which was videoed and shared with the community on our YouTube 
channel. I am aware this was viewed favourably and therefore we will use that format again. 
This ceremony will be held on Tuesday, 31st August. If the Covid restrictions for schools are 
relaxed before that date, we would hope to be able to open up the ceremony to a wider 
audience. We are also keen to hold at least a Leavers dinner. 
 
P7 Leavers 
Next week as part of their work around transition, pupils will be asked how they would like to 
celebrate their time in Tiree Primary School. We will share their choices with you very soon, 
choices will reflect our Risk Assessment.  
 
Nursery leavers 
Our Nursery children have been discussing what they would like to do in order to celebrate 
their time in the Nursery. They have come up with many ideas and they will be making their 
final choices in the coming weeks.   
 
Support 
Please continue to contact us to let us know if you have any questions or concerns. Please 
use the “Contact Us” page on the website or call Lorna Coleman PT Primary or Mairi Forbes  

PT Secondary. http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/contact-us 

 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.  
                                                                                                
Yours faithfully 
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P A Bain 
Executive Head Teacher 
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School  


