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Dear Parent / Carer (please share with your child) 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family all safe and well.  
 
It has been a very busy start to the term as you would imagine. Week one saw us all raring to 
go and getting all the courses and classes back up and running following the summer holidays. 
Re-establishing courses, (Highers, National Progression Awards, Nationals 3, 4 and 5), 
welcoming our Nursery children back and our new starts too, welcoming all of our Primary 
children into their classes including our new P1 children who have moved across from our 
Nursery Class. We are all glad to be back and doing what we love. 
 
Last week, saw us all back in classes… well most of us. As we are all no doubt aware from the 
media, Covid concerns continue and some families are affected by family members either 
testing positive or by having to take a couple of days off work or school as they await test 
results themselves. Tiree Primary School and Tiree High School continues to report that we 
have had no positive cases. However, we will continue to be cautious and will continue with 
the protective measures we had in place before the summer. We still ask parents to drop off 
children at a safe and suitably distant place away from the school and note that parents should 
only attend school personally in an emergency. (With the exception of Nursery Parents who 
take their children directly to the Nursery garden gate.) We also ensure that on arrival everyone 
uses hand sanitiser when entering the building and then again when leaving and entering all 
classes. We still have enhanced cleaning and ventilation precautions; still have the Nursery, 
the Primary School and The High School group bubbles in place at all times. We also have 
staggered departures for the end of the school day to avoid mixing of the two schools.  We 
continue to encourage staff and secondary pupils to do their twice weekly lateral flow tests. 
 
Google Classroom Update 
 
In all subject areas/year groups we are continuing to utilise Google Classroom to upload 
useful resources related to the current learning taking place within the classroom. Teachers 
are ensuring there are details regarding the current learning theme/topic and where 
appropriate links are provided to supporting materials. When a pupil is unable to attend 
school due to illness this is a useful resource for them utilise in order to keep themselves up 
to date with the learning that is taking place. Teachers are currently providing ‘face to face’ 
and Video Conferencing lessons directly into the classroom and they will not provide online 
lessons to home unless blended learning is once again required in the future  
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Covid Guidance 
 
Please do not send your child to school displaying symptoms of Covid 19: 
 

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste 
  
However, people with COVID-19 can present with a wide range of symptoms including 
headache, sore muscles and joints, tiredness, sore throat, cold-like symptoms and diarrhoea 
and vomiting. If your child or anyone in the household does develop symptoms, you can seek 
further advice from NHS Inform. 
  
If there is a positive case in the household everyone should self-isolate and book a PCR test. 
  
Please keep the school informed of positive lateral flow tests and subsequent results of PCR 
tests. 
  
‘Warn and Inform’ letters are now being sent from the school and not from the NHS 
directly.  However, if a young person is a considerable close contact the NHS will contact you 
directly.  ‘Warn and Inform’ letters are quite broad sweeping and not to cause alarm.  These 
are currently issued to pupils who may have been in classes with a positive case, 2 days before 
a pupil has been identified positive. 
  
The school and NHS Highlands’s Health Protection Team are in regular contact to support and 
keep our community safe.  Any further advice can be found on NHS Inform. 
 
Flu vaccine 
 
The School Flu Immunisation Programme will be offering all primary and secondary school 
pupils in Scotland the flu vaccine this year. It is normally given at school between September 
and December. Please note that vaccinators this year will be wearing personal protective 
equipment (PPE), including a mask and visor to comply with UK infection prevention and 
control measures. This is due to the potential sneezing risk of pupils when administering the 
nasal (nose) spray vaccine and the large number of doses that will be given. 
 
 
UCAS 
 
If your son or daughter is in S5/6 and applying to University this year please ensure they 
inform Mairi Forbes by Friday 10th of September PT Secondary, who will support them 
through this process. There will be a programme of active support over the next few months 
to help young people apply to university, college, apprenticeships, etc. but we would remind 
everyone to pay heed to deadlines and be pro-active in communicating with teachers, Mairi 
Forbes and Áine Cooney, especially concerning references and completing personal 
statements, etc. 
 
 
 
 



Education Maintenance Allowance 
 
EMA is a weekly payment of £30, paid fortnightly in arrears for eligible students who are 
planning to continue in post-compulsory education. (i.e. if you are over 16)  The allowance is 
payable fortnightly in arrears during term time.  Payments will be made direct to the student’s 
account. 

Who will be entitled to an EMA? 

If you are 16 to 19 years old, and attend a school in Argyll and Bute, and come from a low 
household income you may be eligible to receive financial assistance from an Education 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA).More information and an application form can be found here: 

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/education-and-learning/education-maintenance-allowance 

Free School Meals and Clothing Grants 
 
You may be entitled to Free Schools Meals and/or a Clothing Grant of £150 for your child. 
Please use the link below to check eligibility and apply online. 
 
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/education-and-learning/free-school-meals 
 
Skills Development Scotland 
 
Tiree High School works closely with Skills Development Scotland to provide up-to-date 
careers advice and support for our pupils. Skills Development Scotland (SDS) is the national 
skills body which delivers Scotland’s career service. Careers advisers deliver career 
information, advice and guidance in school to pupils from S1-S6. They are there to help pupils 
understand the world of work and to develop the Career Management Skills they need as they 
move through school. 
  
Our school careers adviser is Margaret Bennett.  Margaret can be contacted by email 
margaret.bennett@sds.co.uk or by telephoning the Oban Careers Centre 01631 564697. 
  
You can also use SDS online services: 
www.myworldofwork.co.uk 
www.mykidscareer.com 
www.apprenticeships.scot 
www.digitalworld.net 
  
Senior Pupil Leadership Team 
 
Following an application and interview process we are pleased to announce the names of the 
senior pupils chosen for the roles of House Captain and Vice House Captain for our three 
Houses.  Their first task was to lead and support their House members in identifying a House 
motto and to choose the charity their House will support and help to raise awareness of this 
year. 
 

Clansman 
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House Captain: Neil Hugh MacKinnon   
 

Charity : The Samaritans 

Vice House Captain: Skye Gunn Motto : We stay afloat in troubled waters 

Columba 
 

House Captain: Emily Armstrong 
 

Charity: Air Ambulance Service 

Vice House Captain: Ruth MacIntosh Motto: Individually we are one drop but 
together we are an ocean 

Claymore 
 

House Captain: Innes MacKinnon    RSABI (Farmers Mental Health Charity) 

Vice House Captain: Sophie Kavanagh 
 

Motto: Fortune assists the daring 

 
 
Nursery 
 
The Nursery children have all settled back in following the summer holidays and we also 
welcomed our new start to the setting. The fantastic weather has allowed for so much 
outdoor learning; local walks each day, mark making outdoors, exposure to numbers in the 
garden, snacks outside and a range of loose parts play opportunities.  The current learning 
theme is All About Me and this has allowed the children to learn more about one another. 

 

Primary  
 
Primary 5-7 parents should now have received a link to their child’s Personal Learning Plan 
(PLP) on Sway. If you have any problems accessing this please get in touch through the 
enquiries email and we will try our best to assist. This link can be used throughout the term to 
view work your child is proud of, and reflections on their learning.  Primary 1-4 parents will 
continue to receive a paper version of their child’s PLP and this will be sent home at the end 
of the term.  
 
The Flu vaccine is offered to all primary pupils in Scotland and needs consent from 
parents/carers. Forms have been issued this week and should be returned to the school 
office as soon as possible.  
 
Reminder of Primary PE days:  
Primary 1-4E – Monday and Wednesday 
Primary 1-4G – Wednesday and Thursday 
Primary 5-7E – Monday and Thursday 
Primary 5-7G – Thursday and Friday  
 

 
Prize-giving 
 
Next week we will be holding our Annual Prize Giving Ceremony. Just as we did last this 
ceremony will be videoed and shared with you all. We would like to thank The Tiree Association 
whose kind generosity supports our prize giving.  
 



  
Support 
 
Should you have any questions, ideas or even concerns please contact your child’s Principal 
Teacher or use the “Contact Us” page on the website. Our Childcare and Education Workers, 
Class Teachers, House Teachers, Family Liaison Officer, IT support, Careers staff, Principal 
Teachers and Senior Depute are working together to help you and our children/young people. 
                                                                                             
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
P A Bain 
Executive Head Teacher 
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School 
 


