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12th March 2021 
 

Dear parent /carer and pupils (please share with your children) 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your loved ones all safe and well. This letter is similar to the 
letter I sent you last week but has a little more important detail now we have had more time to 
firm up our plans. Please read it all.  
 
Thank you 
 
May I begin by thanking everyone involved in keeping us all safe, and learning. This week in 
particular I must raise the volume of such applause as so many who support our school 
communities have worked tirelessly to re-write timetables, develop alternative learning 
experiences and prepare our schools and transport infrastructure necessary for a return to 
school for all children from the 15th of March. In addition to acknowledging the tremendous 
efforts of all the staff in our schools, I would also like to say thank you to those in the Education, 
Health and Safety, Transport and Cleaning and Catering departments who have all contributed 
to ensuring a rapid response which allows all our children to return from Monday. Equally, the 
swift and supportive response by our local transport companies is very much appreciated. 
 
The First Minister’s statement, which can be found here: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-statement-2-
march-2021/ 
 
has stated that all pupils are to return to school, at some point each week, from the 15th March.  
The arrangement noted below will be in effect until April 1st when we end this term. Friday the 
2nd is a public holiday and the start of the Easter break. We all return in full on the 19th April, 
unless the Scottish Government tells us otherwise. 
 
There are two significant additions to the previous health and safety guidance used in High 
Schools. Firstly, all pupils and staff must wear face coverings in classrooms and public 
spaces; and secondly we must all ensure a 2m distance from each other. In almost every 
High School in the country, this will mean that schools have to take a blended approach to 
learning with some pupils in school and some pupils at home because there is simply not 
enough room in most schools to accommodate 2m distancing between each person. The First 
Minister noted that where this is the case, priority is to be given to the senior Phase (S4-6) as 
they must prepare for assessments necessary for SQA certification.  
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Nursery Class 
 
From Monday the 15th of March 2021 we will continue with the arrangements that have been 
in place for the Nursery since August 2020. These arrangements ensure we meet the 
requirements of the latest guidance. The earlier start times and change of location of the drop 
off/collection point (Since August 2020) is to ensure the Nursery children, who will form a 
Nursery Bubble, access the Nursery prior to the Primary pupils and Secondary pupils arriving 
to school.  
 
Session Times  
 
Nursery children will attend the Nursery on their allocated sessions/days. These were 
allocated to them following registration for the session 2020/2021. The session timings are as 
follows: 
 
The Morning Session will now start at 8:30 and finish at 11:40.  
The All Day Session will now start at 8:30 and finish at 14:30.  
The Afternoon Session will now start at 12:00 and finish at 15:10.  
 
Drop off and collection arrangements 
 

 Parents/carers must wear a face covering at all times when on school premises. 

 If arriving by car please park in the school car park nearest the main school entrance. 

(Please do not park on the grass verge or in front of the school green gates) 

 Once you have left your car or you have walked/cycled to school please enter the 

school grounds observing 2m social distancing at all times.  

 All children are to walk with a parent/carer around the side of the Primary school 

building following the path around to the Nursery Gate. A member of the Nursery 

Team will be there to welcome the children and take them into the Nursery.  

 Only children registered for the Nursery and Nursery staff may enter the 

Nursery/Nursery Garden.  

 If you need to talk to a member of the Nursery team please phone the school 

reception and a member of the Nursery will call you back.  

 Please do not congregate in the school grounds or at the Nursery gate. 

 

Late arrival to Nursery 
 

 It is important that children arrive to Nursery punctually on their start time (8:30 or 12 

Noon). This is to ensure the Nursery Bubble and the subsequent Primary and 

Secondary Bubbles meet with the requirements of the latest guidelines.  

 If you arrive late to a Nursery Session, remain in your vehicle in the parent car park 

and ring the school reception on 01879 220383 or 01879 220795. A member of staff 

will come to you in order to meet your child and take them into Nursery. school please 

remain in the  

 

 



Primary P1-P7 
 
From Monday the 15th of March 2021 we will return to the arrangements in place from 
August 2020. The school day will start at 9:05 and finish at 3:30. There have been some 
necessary amendments to some procedures. These amendments are to ensure we meet the 
requirements of the latest guidance.  
 
Travelling to school by bus 
 

 All pupils travelling to and from school by bus must wear a face covering for the full 

duration of the journey, which covers both mouth and nose. It need not be a medical 

mask. A scarf or other cloth covering will be just fine. Pupils are to put their face 

covering on before boarding the bus. 

 There are some legitimate reasons why a pupil may not wear a face covering. This 

includes: 

- if a pupil has a physical or mental illness or impairment, or a disability that 
means they cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering 

- if putting on, wearing or removing a face covering would cause the pupil 
severe distress 
 

Arrival at school 

 

 The earliest drop off time for Primary pupils is 8:40. Primary children must not enter 
the school grounds prior to 8:40. This area must be  
       kept free for use by the Nursery Bubble – the Nursery children are using the primary 
playground pathways to access their Nursery. 

 On arrival at school (8:40 onwards) all Primary pupils are to make their way to their 
usual designated playground areas.  

 If the weather does not permit outdoor play staff will be on hand to supervise the 
pupils into their designated classrooms.  

 Entrances to Primary classrooms will be via the individual designated classroom doors 
as detailed. 
 

PE lessons 

 

 All Primary pupils will continue to have timetabled PE lessons. All PE lessons will take 

place outdoors.   

 PE kits must be taken home on the day of the PE lesson. PE kits cannot be left in 

school. 

 

School bags and pencil cases 

 

As usual pupils may bring their school bag and pencil cases to school. These must be taken 

home each afternoon and wiped down in readiness for the following morning. Class teachers 

will remind the pupils to pack their belongings into their school bags at the end of each day. 

 

Golden Time and Friday Toys 

 



 Golden Time will take place as usual on Friday afternoon. The organisation and 

options available will be in line with current regulations and ensure the integrity of the 

Bubbles. Unfortunately, ‘Friday Toys’ may not be brought into school.  

 
High School (S1-S6) 
 
From Monday the 15th of March 2021 we will return to the arrangements in place from 
August 2020. There have been some necessary amendments to some procedures. These 
amendments are to ensure we meet the requirements of the latest guidance.  
 
Travelling to school by bus 
 

 All pupils travelling to and from school by bus must wear a face covering for the full 

duration of the journey, which covers both mouth and nose. It need not be a medical 

mask. A scarf or other cloth covering will be just fine. Pupils are to put their face 

covering on before boarding the bus. 

 There are some legitimate reasons why a pupil may not wear a face covering. This 

includes: 

- if a pupil has a physical or mental illness or impairment, or a disability that 
means they cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering 

- if putting on, wearing or removing a face covering would cause the pupil 
severe distress 
 

Arrival at school 

 

 High School pupils should arrive at school and make their way to their assigned 
classes. No unnecessary gathering in school; and no waiting within the Primary 
playground bubbles outside.  

 High School pupils have their own designated social area outside, opposite the staff 
car park. When outside pupils must wear face coverings or keep 2m distance; when in 
doors both are required 

 

In school 
 

 All High School pupils must keep 2m distance from each other and from staff. 

 All must wear face coverings at all times (unless removed for eating).   

 

 
Lessons 
 

 All classes will follow the normal timetable, including the VC lessons to Oban. 

 
 
 
 
 



Family Liaison  
 
Our Family Liaison Officer, Simon Jeffrey, will continue to offer support to families and pupils 
upon our return to school on Monday the 15th of March.  Simon is in school each day from 
8:30 until 12:30.  
 
 
Senior Phase Assessment Calendar and Easter Revision 
 
S4, 5 and 6 pupils will continue to focus on teaching and learning for the next 3 weeks up to 
the Easter Holidays. We will publish an Assessment Calendar and an Easter Revision 
Support Timetable in due course to support all pupils with the upcoming SQA Assessment 
process. In the meantime, please read your child’s report which was issued today very 
carefully and if you have any concerns then please contact Ms Forbes, Principal Teacher, 
Secondary. 
 
Lateral Flow Testing 
 
Please read the very detailed letter I sent yesterday on Lateral Flow Testing.  
 
Community Consultation 
 
Kevin Champion and Aine Cooney have just completed and analysed the results from the 
most recent consultation on online learning. I would encourage you all to watch the video link. 
I would like to thank all the pupils, parents and staff who shared their views and ideas. These 
observations help us understand how best we can support our children’s well-being and 
learning. 
 
Click here to watch the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5o2Fqig_qrM&t=17s 
 

 
Support 
 
I have previously mentioned that we are keen to support all our families in whatever way we 
can. Please ask for support, and we’ll do what we can. Please use the “Contact Us” page on 
the website and email us with your question or concern, adding your child’s name and class; 
or contact Miss Coleman (Primary) or Ms Forbes (Secondary) directly by email. 

 
I am really looking forward to welcoming all our pupils back into school. Whilst online learning 
has been working really well for most, there is no substitute for meeting up in person.  
 
I hope you have a great week ahead. 
                                                                                           
Yours faithfully 

 
 
P A Bain 
Executive Head Teacher 
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5o2Fqig_qrM&t=17s

