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Dear Parent / carer (please share with your child) 
 
I hope this letter finds you all safe and well. For those who are absent and feeling poorly, I hope 
you make a speedy recovery. 
 
I know this letter is long, but it will be followed by a video for those who prefer to watch and 
listen rather than read long letters; and it is of course clearly sub-divided so you can skip to the 
bits you find most relevant – though obviously I think you should read it all. 
 
P5-7G update 
As I noted in last week’s letter our P5-7 Gaelic class were asked by the NHS Health Protection 
Team (HPT) to self–isolate and take a PCR test. This was a precautionary measure given a 
couple of youngsters in our community tested positive for Covid. I’m pleased to say that all our 
parents acted promptly, carried out the tests and consequently this prompt response allowed 
the HPT to conclude their investigation quickly.  On Wednesday evening we were informed by 
the HPT that the investigation had been concluded and no in-school transmission seems likely 
and letters have been issued on who can return and when. 
 
Please note: All decisions of who to isolate, when, how long, whether individuals or class are 
all taken by medical experts, not school staff. The letters we issue come from our 
communication system but are sent on behalf of the NHS, immediately the NHS ask us to. If 
you have any questions or concerns around these letters the NHS have provided you with a 
direct number to call in the first instance. Any school specific questions or concerns should be 
addressed to the school enquiries email. This allows us to answer during the day and (often) 
out of hours. Please use the phone if it’s an emergency however. 
 
Warn and Inform 
Following guidance from the NHS Health Protect Team and Argyll and Bute Council the 
school is at times required to send out a ‘Warn and Inform’ communications to parents. This 
follows the school being notified of a case of COVID-19 in a pupil or staff member. This letter 
is to inform you of the current situation and provide advice on how to support your child. In 
keeping with Scottish Government’s updated guidance for managing cases of COVID-19 in 
schools, there is no requirement for your child to self-isolate, as long as they are well and 
they have not been contacted separately by Test and Protect and asked to do so. The school 
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remains open and your child should continue to attend if they are well.  The Warn and Inform 
letter contains useful and up to date information and links to support parents. 
 
 
Thank you 
I would like to thank everyone for continuing to adhere to all our Covid measures that keep us 
all safe as far as is reasonably possible. I have often noted in previous letters over the last 18 
months that schools are safe places to work and learn in. The numerous measures in place, 
diligently applied, work well at mitigating risk as far as practically possible. This has been 
exemplified on this occasion. 
 
As well as thanking everyone for adhering to the measures to keep us all safe, I would like to 
thank all our staff, teaching and non-teaching alike, for their tremendous efforts in keeping our 
school open, safe and with the learning of our youngsters moving forward. Positive Covid 
cases, and the numerically far more impactful effect of mass precautionary PCR / self-isolation, 
is currently causing huge disruption to hundreds of schools (and businesses) across the 
country, and our schools in Tiree and in Oban are no exception. Our staff do a fantastic job 
coping with such disruption and working together for the benefit of our communities. Well done! 
 
As much as I have noted the positive impact of our measures, we should never be complacent. 
We continue to follow all the Scottish Government guidance for schools, and I would ask we 
all keep following the NHS guidance when out and about. 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on reducing the risks in schools - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Scotland | NHS inform 
 
 
Remembrance Day 2021 
On Thursday Tiree High School held a joint assembly with Oban High School to mark 
Remembrance Day. Our pupils shared the devastating impact war had on Tiree and the 
important role Tiree played. Our pupils also read part of the message in Gaelic. Similarly, in 
Tiree Primary School assemblies were also held. They watched an informative video 
regarding Remembrance and also learned about the significance of the poppy. Throughout 
the week opportunities have been taken across the curriculum to inform the pupils about 
Remembrance and why we hold a 2 minute silence on the 11th day of the 11th month.  
 
On Saturday the 13th Mrs Cooney and two members of our senior leadership team, Innes 
MacKinnon and Sophie Kavannagh will represent the school at the cenotaph service.  
 
Ongoing repairs to the exterior walls Primary and Nursery 
As you know during the October school holidays work commenced to repair the rough 
casting to the primary and nursery exterior walls. This work is still ongoing and does not 
affect any of the school entrances or exit procedures for our Primary and Nursery children. 

 
Flu Immunisation 
Next week pupils in P1 through to S6 will receive their Flu immunisation. Our school nurse 
will be in school to administer this and support our pupils. The arrangements are as follows: 
Monday 15/11/2021 for Primary Pupils and Tuesday 16th November for Secondary pupils. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19


Primary 
This week parents were invited to attend a virtual parents meeting. The uptake was fantastic 
and it was lovely to be able to share with parents an update on their child’s learning and 
progress. This followed on from the Personal Learning Plan’s (PLP’s) being shared with all 
parents on Friday the 5th of November. We would like to take the opportunity to thank the pupils 
for their wonderful work in preparing their PLP’s and also the time parents have taken to give 
such lovely and supportive comments too.  
 
Nursery 
It seemed quite timely this week that we have had such a wide variety of changeable weather 
conditions following the children wanting to learn more about the weather! We have 
experienced: sunshine, light rain, heavy downpours, rainbows, warm and cold temperatures. 
The children have also been measuring the rainfall every day and completing some data 
handling learning experiences. The children even experienced a ‘welly walk’ where wellies 
were definitely the order of the day. We continue to post on our Nursery Google Classroom so 
that all parents can read and see photographs of our Nursery days. We would like to encourage 
parents to leave and add comments to these posts so that we can share these with the children  
 
Tiree Petrol Station update 
As you know the community was asked to submit names for the new petrol station, the 3 petrol 
pumps and the electric charger. Tiree Schools coordinated this and also gave the opportunity 
for all of our pupils to submit their ideas. Following this a pupil committee was formed and the 
results were passed to Stewart Carr. The school would like to thank Stewart for his support 
with this experience, his help and guidance was very much appreciated.  
 
The Names of the pumps are: Fire Me Up, Car Juice and “Dìosal Dearg”.  The EV charger has 
been named “Sradag”.  
  
A huge well done to all the pupils who submitted suggestions and well done to those whose 
names were chosen and will now be displayed on the pumps/charger for many many years to 
come.  
 
Suggestions given for the name of the station have been forwarded and these are under 
consideration. The Trust board has sent thanks to all those in the school who submitted entries 
and who helped to support and organise this process. 
 
Support for Senior Pupils and their Assessments. 
On Thursday evening my Senior DHT Kevin Champion held a very successful, one-hour 
online workshop for Tiree and Oban parents focussing on learning, memory and revision. 
Families who attended found it a stimulating and worthwhile experience with 'lots of information 
to help our kids and us parents!  That was so helpful.' The session will be repeated on two 
further occasions over the next few months.  
 
Oban, Lorn & the Isles Area Community Planning Group 
Kevin Champion also chaired a meeting of the Community Planning Partnership Committee 
this week which is an excellent opportunity for many organisations and services, both statutory 
and third sector to plan and work together. The aim is to focus improving a diverse and 
thriving economy that supports sustainable growth through education, skills and training. This 
will ensure that children and young people have the best possible start, people live active, 
healthier and more independent lives and live in safer and stronger communities. It was 



encouraging to be reminded as to how Oban High School, Tiree Primary and Tiree High School 
are keystones to driving so many of these outcomes.  
 
Communication 
We try to keep you as informed and interested in our school community as much as possible. 
You can find all our polices and letters on the school website; 
 
http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/ 
 
you can contact us easily via the “contact us” page of the website;  
 
http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/contact-us 
 
Support 
Should you have any questions, ideas or even concerns please contact your child’s Principal 
Teacher or use the “Contact Us” page on the website. Our Childcare and Education Workers, 
Class Teachers, House Teachers, Family Liaison Officer, IT support, Careers staff, Principal 
Teachers and Senior Depute are working together to help you and our children/young people. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
P A Bain 
Executive Head Teacher 
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School 
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