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Friday 6th May 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/carer (please share with your child)  
 
I hope this letter finds you and your loved ones all safe and well again.  
 
It’s been another busy couple of weeks since my last letter to you all and in that time we’ve 
received further Covid guidance from the Scottish Government. Advice which has allowed us 
to return to many of our previous endeavours: more excursions, work experience and visitors 
into the school for example. 
 
We also continue to have pupils drawing their senior courses to a close, finishing off units and 
undertaking some of the early exams. There’s still another three weeks to go and it’s important 
our pupils keep focused, finish their courses and complete their units in class; whilst also 
undertaking their exams. Every year is demanding at this time for young people and this year 
is no different. However life is demanding and school prepares youngsters for life. Having said 
that, school also provides our children with an additional support structure and I would remind 
everyone to use the support on offer when in need. 
 
Covid update 
Despite the easing of many health and safety mitigations the Scottish Government has 
published guidance for continuing good practices for schools to follow. The Government has 
made clear that whilst we don’t need every precautionary measure previously in place, we 
should not return to pre-pandemic practices where we have learned what works well to keep 
us all safe. In the light of this, the following measures will remain in place in Tiree High School: 
 
Cleaning and Ventilation – Routine cleaning of touch points across the school and cleaning 
of desks after every class will continue. Pupils and staff will also continue to use hand sanitiser 
on entry to the building and on entry and exit of each classroom. Good ventilation will remain 
a high priority with the use of CO2 monitors in classrooms and windows and doors remaining 
open where appropriate.  
 
Breaks and Lunches – If it is a dry day we will continue to have pupils outside for break. The 
Art room will be available on wet or cold days for pupils to have an inside social area. 
 
Assemblies– We are now able to hold assemblies and these will resume in August with each 
House having at least two House Assemblies a term. However, we will continue to hold some 
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whole school assemblies online which will allow us to convey key messages to all pupils without 
unduly disrupting teaching and learning.  
 
Classrooms- We are delighted that we are now able to set up classrooms to facilitate group 
work and active learning rather than being restricted to front faced seating in every class. 
 
Personal Choice and Responsibilities - Masks are available from our school office and many 
pupils and staff have chosen to continue wearing them. Could you also encourage your child 
to wear a mask on public transport and in crowded places? The Guidance also reminds us that 
it is a responsibility of everyone to be mindful of everyone’s right to their own personal space. 
 
SQA 
Exams are now underway.  The conduct of our pupils has been exemplary so far.  Well done 
to you all, keep up the good work! 
 
Pupils are permitted to study at home the day before an exam and only need to attend their 
exam on the day.  Otherwise, pupils must follow their usual timetable and attend classes.  This 
is to ensure youngsters receive supported study and advice from their teachers which will 
maximise their chances of success.  
 
As the exams progress and pupils have large gaps between exams, individual permissions to 
prepare at home will be granted by Mrs Cooney, as long as all their coursework has been 
completed. Pupils who do not attend without receiving Mrs Cooney’s permission (after 
checking their courses are completed) will be recorded as truanting. 
 
Please remember to check your personalised exam timetable to ensure you know your seat 
number ahead of arriving for an exam, and have your candidate number with you.  Please see 
Mr Cooney or Miss Forbes if you require a replacement copy of your timetable. 
 
A reminder that we have also encouraged pupils to sign up to MySQA to receive their SQA 
exam results by text or email on Results Day - Tuesday 9 August. (They still receive their SQA 
certificate by post). To register you need your Scottish Candidate Number and an email 
address:  
 
https://www.mysqa.org.uk/cs8/content/secure/my_homepage.jsp  
 
Remember, if they change their mobile number or email address after signing up for MySQA, 
they will need to update their details.  
 
Kilmartin Museum 
 
Ken McElroy from Kilmartin Museum visited the school this week with a number of artefacts, 
including a skeleton, a skull and some pottery. Pupils in S1/2 did a session on “Bone 
Detectives”, finding out what we can learn from bones and also learned about pre-historic 
pottery, making their own clay pots, which will be ready to take home once they are dry. 
S1-3 did a session on facial reconstruction and learned about the techniques used to find out 
what someone really looked like just by looking at their skull, and how this is used by 
archaeologists and sometimes the police.  
 
S1-4 then has a session all about careers relating to archaeology. 
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Steelpan Drumming 
 
On Friday Martin Douglas will lead steelpan drumming session with S1-3.  Keep an eye on our 
Facebook page for photos and videos! 
 
Geography Field Trip 
 
Our S3 Geography pupils will be attending Oban High next Wednesday to take part in data 
collection and handling along with the Geography pupils there. This will help them to develop 
important skills in readiness for moving into S4. 
 
Primary  
 
On Wednesday our P5-7 pupils had the opportunity to work with the Kilmartin Museum when 
they visited Tiree Schools this week. The experience was fantastic and enjoyed by everyone. 
We have posted photographs on the schools Facebook page if you would like to see the work 
the pupils completed. A big highlight for many was when they got to see and handle a life size 
model of a human skeleton!  
 
On Friday afternoon our P1-4 pupils will be attending a ‘steel drum’ workshop with a visiting 
tutor, Martin Douglas. The pupils were very excited this morning as this is something they have 
never experienced before.  
 
Nursery 
 
It has been great to welcome all the children back into nursery and we would like to say a huge 
thank you to our parents/carers for their co-operation, support understanding.  
 
The children have been so eager to get back into learning all about Spring. Their delivery of 
planters, sacks and gardening tools that they chose arrived this week and we are now ready 
to start out planting and growing. This is all in line with our transition to primary programme. 
Dandelion is continuing to enjoy his adventures with the children and is getting to do so many 
exciting things. Daily updates are provided through the Nursery Google Classroom so please 
log on and look at the photographs and comments the children want to share with you. 
 
Support  
 
Every letter I write always ends with a very genuine offer of support. I am pleased to say that 
many of you have contacted us and we have been able to help so many families. However, I 
am sure many more of you may benefit too if only you would be in touch. Please don’t worry 
about contacting us and letting us know if you would like our help. If you need any support at 
all: pastoral; academic; IT or carers linked support; or help with coping with and supporting 
teenagers; or even if you have financial concerns we may be able to help with - just email us 
using the “Contact Us” page on the website or call Mairi Forbes, PT Secondary or Lorna 
MacRae, PT Primary. Together with Alan, our Family Liaison Officer, we will be keen to help. 
Please just ask and we will absolutely do our best for you and your family.  
 
I hope you all have a lovely weekend 
                                                                                              

 

 



Yours faithfully  
  

  
  
P A Bain  
Executive Head Teacher  
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School  
  
 
 
 

  


