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Dear parent/carer/colleagues, 
 
I hope this letter again finds you and your loved ones all safe and well. 
 
As always I would like to reiterate my thanks to everyone for their support, ensuring that we 
all continue to learn and work in our schools in a safe, yet productive and enjoyable manner. 
And my thanks is not just for those who keep our lessons running smoothly or in ensuring our 
pastoral care of our children; my thanks also goes to all the pupils, staff and community 
partners who are continuing to support the very positive ethos in our schools through the 
wealth of wider opportunities we are involved in both in and out of school hours. The partners 
supporting our charity work; the beautiful lights illuminating our schools both in Oban and 
Tiree; the after school clubs (in bubbles); the local businesses providing gifts for the school 
community. There is so much support for our schools, we really are quite blessed. Thank you 
everyone. 
 
Covid 
On Friday (11th December) the First Minister announced that the current 14 day self-isolation 
period for close contacts is reducing to 10 days. This will apply retroactively to those already 
isolating (e.g. if you have 6 days left to isolate as of Friday, you would only have 2 after the 
announcement). 
 
I am aware that many parents are anxious about this particular issue, fearing that their 
children, or indeed themselves, may be forced to self-isolate during Christmas in the event 
they come into contact with a confirmed case either in their own workplace or from their child 
coming into contact with another youngster at school. 
 
Without being complacent, I am pleased to inform you that our attendance rates are higher 
than normal for this time of year (likely because of all the extra sanitation keeping the cold 
virus at bay) and would of course remind you of the Scottish Government’s continuing 
message that schools are safe, controlled environments. Which is why we are keeping 
children in school. 
 
The wealth of extra measures we have in place in addition to the increased hygiene 
measures linked to cleaning and ventilation, for example, the strict adherence to bubbles, 
blocking, breaks in class for Secondary pupils, front facing lunches in bubbles (Secondary 
pupils), masks in corridors and social areas, masks for all adults closer than 2 meters, 

  

mailto:enquiriesobanhigh@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:enquiries@tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk


staggered departures… these all help ensure that in the event of a confirmed case, the 
number requiring to self-isolate would be very low in comparison to those schools reported in 
the media losing hundreds each week. Our measures are numerous and strict to help 
prevent this very concern: to keep us all safe and in school. 
Additionally, in the final week, we will also be keeping a close recorded note of who is next to 
who so we know who exactly would have to isolate during Christmas should the need arise. 
This information will be shared with the Track and Trace teams when we break for the 
holiday – only if required. This will reduce this risk of holiday isolation yet further. I hope you 
all find these measures, whilst undesirable, necessary and reassuring. 
 
You can find the full amended Scottish Government guidance to schools here: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-
schools/ 
 
SQA exams 
Let me also continue on from last week’s letter on the subject of SQA exams. The Deputy 
First Minister announced on Tuesday that in addition to the removal of National 5 external 
examinations, Higher and Advanced Higher external examinations will also not take place 
next Summer. The SQA are now working to a tight timescale to publish details to schools on 
the approach to assessment for Higher & Advanced Higher which they have stated will be 
broadly the same as that of National 5, but with more flexibility regarding the evidence that 
will be accepted.  
 
The National 5 model was published by the SQA on 8th December and can be found here: 
 
 https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96097.html 
 
 
Whilst I know that this announcement has generated some uncertainty, I can assure you that 
as a school, we were already preparing for this contingency by asking departments to 
generate evidence through existing assessments tasks in class. Therefore, I am confident 
that all of our pupils will be able to achieve the grade that they deserve for the work that they 
put in across the year.  
 
The management team across Oban and Tiree will now design the internal assessment 
system for Higher & Advanced Higher in partnership with the Local Authority and I anticipate 
that I will be able to give you more details in early January. In the meantime, I wish to thank 
all pupils for your continued hard work in your SQA courses. I also wish to thank parents and 
carers for supporting your children through what has been a very unusual year with regards 
to coursework.  
 
Christmas at TPS and THS 
 
This year we have enhanced the Christmas lighting outside school. Many thanks to Kevan 
Brown Ltd for all their voluntary work/time making this all possible. The pupils were delighted 
with the new illuminated Bow and Christmas Tree and the placing of the icicle lights around 
the school building. A huge thank you to Megan Reid, our school janitor who worked 
tirelessly illuminating the Nursery tree, putting up all of the internal Christmas lights and 
school decorations. Thank you also to our Primary House and Vice House Captains for 
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decorating the two Christmas trees located in the school reception area and the Primary 
open area – great job everyone! It really is beginning to feel like Christmas.  
 
The school Facebook page features daily posts from the Primary children as they countdown 
to Christmas. It is clear from the comments and feedback that you are enjoying the daily 
postings. Please remember, the school Facebook page is available for everyone to view; you 
do not need a Facebook account. https://www.facebook.com/TireeSchools 
 
This year the school Christmas lunch is on Thursday 17/12/2020 for all pupils – Nursery 
through to S6. We have a choice of a full turkey roast lunch or a vegetarian/vegan option. On 
this day, the Nursery children will be having a whole day of Christmas events and 
celebrations. As usual further Nursery news is posted in the Nursery Google Classroom.  
 
 
S1/S2 Home Economics and Textiles 
 
A very special thank you to Hannah Douglas, teacher of Home Economics who worked with 
the S1 and S2 pupils last week. Every S1 and S2 pupil enjoyed full days of Home Economics 
and Textile lessons enabling them to design and bake Christmas biscuits and fabulous 
Christmas stockings. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the experience and we look forward to 
welcoming Hannah back to Tiree very soon.  
 

Consultation on next year’s timetable 

Although still some time away, this week we will begin a second round of consultation with 
the pupils on how the current timetable is running and how we could change it to reflect 
lessons learned from this session into next.  

Finally, should anyone require any support at all, please contact your child’s Principal 
Teacher, Lorna Coleman, PT Primary and Mairi Forbes, PT Secondary directly by email in 
the first instance, or use the “Contact Us” section of the website: 
I hope you all have a lovely week ahead. 
http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/contact-us 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
P A Bain 
Executive Head Teacher 
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School 
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