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19th April 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Despite the difficult times we currently face, I hope you have enjoyed the recent weather and 
that this letter finds you and your family well. It is the first on many this term I would imagine. 
 
I would like to open with my gratitude and thanks to all our staff and community partners who 
have throughout the holiday period continued to support our youngsters in the Hub; delivered 
free school meals; prepared food parcels for those shielding; continued to keep in touch with 
our most vulnerable pupils; made visors for our NHS colleagues; continued to keep our 
school buildings running; completed our Local Authority and Government reports and 
accounts; liaised with families over course choices; and to those who have worked tirelessly 
over the last fortnight to complete our new timetable. 
 
Staffing 
I would like to welcome Mr Dudley Manning to the post of Teacher of PE and Lynsey Gray to 
the post of Family Liaison Officer. I am sure you will join me in congratulating them on their 
appointments when the time comes. I would also like to take the opportunity to thank Jack 
Cooney for his very valued work as Acting Principal Teacher of Guidance. Jack has 
performed this role diligently over the last six months, however he now wishes to revert to his 
substantive post and concentrate fully on his teaching role. All pastoral matters should be 
referred to Aine for the moment. 
 
Disappointingly I must report that following interviews last week, we were unable to appoint a 
suitable Principal Teacher of Primary. I have re-advertised the position. 
 
 
SQA  
All full course awards are effectively complete. There is no need to ask pupils for any further 
work linked to National 4, National 5, Higher or Advanced Higher courses. The Q&A sheet I 
provided before the holiday and included in the letters section of the website will answer all 
SQA questions.  
 
What then will pupils do between now and the change of timetable and the start of new 
courses on the 4th of May? 
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Nursery 
Each Friday the Early Years Workers are sending an email to all parents, just as they did 
when we were in school. This email currently contains information on the proposed weeks 
focus in Numeracy, Literacy and Developmental Milestones. It also includes the chosen song 
of the week and the story of the Week, with links to these online such as You Tube to support 
this.  

 
Primary 

Our Primary staff will continue to use Google Classroom (GC) to communicate with pupils 
and parents over the work already issued and new work that will be developed and shared 
online as we progress through the term. Our Primary colleagues will continue to be available 
via Google Classroom at the published time slots. If parents have any questions for staff, 
they should use GC freely at those times.  
 
S1-3 
From Monday 20th, the BGE work for S1-3 will continue to be set each Monday morning, with 
staff available to answer questions on the work set in the afternoon. Staff will go back into 
Google Classroom on the Wednesday and communicate with their S1-S3 classes asking if all 
are ok and taking any further questions. The work for that week should be completed by a 
time on Friday of the teacher’s choosing and comments will made to the pupils (for example, 
well done, thank you, holistic comments about the work - it will not necessarily marked on the 
Friday). This is the same process as before the holiday. 
 
When the teachers are not teaching S1-3 online, they will spend the time moderating the 
existing evidence provided by pupils from across the last session to advise the SQA; and 
work on developing the new online senior courses to be delivered from 4th May. 
 
S4-6 
Senior pupils will continue or commence pupils work linked to the SQA Awards of Scottish 
Studies, Leadership and Mental Health and Well-being in the weeks prior to the change of 
timetable. These are all courses that most schools across the country engage in across the 
year. They lend themselves to online delivery and therefore we can “front load” them now to 
save us doing them later in the year. Undertaking these exceptionally useful courses now will 
help keep pupils academically engaged, so better preparing them for whole course delivery in 
May.  
 
These courses are compulsory. They add to a suite of experiences that ensure our pupils are 
going into a very competitive workplace / university entrance environment on the same 
footing, if not slightly better than many other pupils across the country. 
 
 
Advice for online learning 
We know that our classes cannot be taught period by period. We are aware of the issues 
families face sharing devices, IT / internet performance issues during the day and the 
problem with teenagers doing work from home before Noon - on the whole. We are also 
aware of the difficulty that both parents and our staff face in trying to learn / teach from home 
with competing family commitments.  
 



Therefore whatever work is provided can be done at a time best suited to both the pupil and 
the teacher – within a reasonable timeframe. 
 
An important point to make is that work is regularly set, support is provided daily at some 
point and some degree of progress is made. The most important point to reiterate is that the 
health and well-being of both children and staff is paramount; and that means a flexible 
approach to our learning and teaching is required at this difficult time. 
 
We all know our children need to keep academically motivated and engaged. It gives them 
some focus to the day and ensures they will be better placed to step back into school when the 
time comes. However, if pupils cannot do the work set until later in the day or at night for 
whatever reason, we can deal with that. All that matters is that they continue to be engaged 
with the online resources / teaching and send questions or answers to their teachers throughout 
the week, regardless of the time of day.  
 
Remember, it is not possible to fill a child’s day with school work given they are working alone; 
neither is it desirable. Balance is the key. Do all the tasks set by teachers and then go and 
play, read a book, spend time chatting to friends or family. Stay mentally and physically healthy 
as well as learning. We need to keep learning but learning takes many forms; traditional school 
work delivered online is but one of these learning opportunities. 
 
I hope I have provided you with some reassurance that we will move forward at a reasonable 
pace whilst ensuring that the health and well-being of all are foremost in mind. 
 
As always, if anyone wishes to contact us about anything, please use the attached link: 
 
http://www.tiree.argyll-bute.sch.uk/contact-us 
  
 
Stay home, stay online, stay safe, stay learning. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 
 
 
P A Bain 
Executive Head Teacher 
Oban High School, Tiree High School & Tiree Primary School 
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